who we are
“GLORIFYING GOD, HOUSE TO HOUSE, LIFE ON LIFE, IN THE POWER OF HOLY SPIRIT TO THE WORLD.”

Bridgeway is a community of people created to display the greatness of God. Our vision does not start with us, it begins with God’s glory. We do not just serve a god, we serve The God, the one who demonstrated how great and perfect He is by dying on a cross so that those who had rebelled against Him (that is us) could live. The Scriptures say, “You are not your own, for you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body” (1 Corinthians 6:19-20). 

We bring glory to God not in an organization or in a meeting, but “House to House, Life on Life.” We are inviting people to a way of life. The primary expression of our life together is House Church. These are spiritual families, united by a vision to see Jesus change things. It is where we laugh, cry, forgive, love, and ultimately, give away to those who do not yet know Jesus.

We also believe that everyone needs spiritual mothers and fathers. That is what we mean by “Life on Life.” Following Jesus is all about relationships. It is about learning from those who have gone before us and about giving what we have away to those coming behind us.

Finally, we can only live our vision “in the power of the Holy Spirit.” We believe we are powerless to impact each other, much less whole nations, apart from the power of the Spirit. Oh, but what He can do through us! We live in full expectation that as we surrender our lives to Him we will see lives, families, communities, and nations transformed through us. Simply stated, “The vision is Jesus!” We are not following a program, a teaching or an idea. Jesus says “Come, follow me.” We are following a person—He is the Beginning, the Middle, and the End.
the dream

Simply stated, our dream is to be the church. Wait, wait, wait...we’re not talking about a place you go or a group to join or even a new way to do the same thing. We want the stuff you see in the book of Acts—a group of people united at the heart by Jesus and His love. To be around them is to see Jesus—love, peace, joy, freedom, and miracles. They are constantly dependent on God for everything and constantly amazed at what He is doing through them. AND stuff chang​es. Neighborhoods and cities and whole nations change. We’re not okay with just going to meetings, hanging out, and hoping that one day God might do something with us. We’re not okay with racism and cancer and AIDS and poverty. We know things HAVE to change. We’re not sure how to do it, but we know it starts and ends with Jesus—He’s the one who changes stuff. But because this is our dream we are rest​lessly, anxiously, pitifully willing to risk and learn and grow and pursue a different way of living. THE DREAM IS THE Kingdom. 
There’s a cool picture of what this looks like in the Bible’s book of Joel. It’s a prophecy that was fulfilled when Jesus rose from the dead and sent His Spirit to fill His people. It says that He will raise up an army of men, women, young and old. This army will hear from God and obey Him. They will have His supernatural power to change things. They will listen to Him. They will believe each one is equally valuable and they will honor each other. They will bring His presence to all peoples and HE will get the credit! The church IS that army, and the time is now—so let’s go change the world!

[TAB 1]
our core values
A vision requires a plan to move toward it. But how do we move toward Jesus and His purposes? He said to imitate Him. We are supposed to do life as he modeled it. When we look at his life, we see a life lived in four directions; Up—in relationship to his Father, In—in relationship with his followers, Out—in relationship with those who did not yet know about Him, and Inside—a commitment to the Character of His Father. These are the values of our King Jesus, and His Kingdom. 

Values, unlike beliefs are demonstrated through a lifestyle. They are visible without the need for an explanation. When we live the values of Jesus we recognize we are warring against the values of our culture and calling people around us to a different kind of life. These values shape our lifestyle and unite us at heart. They are the glue that holds a diverse community together. It is these values that become our “grid” for our relationship with God, with each other, and with the world around us. While our methods will change with time and circumstances, our commitment to become people shaped and known for these values is unwavering. We want to see these values reproduced throughout the earth. 
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Intimacy - Up 
Intimacy is loving God by knowing Him and begins by experiencing and responding to His love. Practically, we pursue intimacy as we spend time in His word and prayer, welcome the ministry of the Holy Spirit, invite His presence through worship, and obey Him in life and ministry. Since loving God is the great commandment, intimacy with God is our first priority, personally and corporately.

Character - Inside
Character is the “inside” dimension of our life as followers of Jesus. God promises to transform our hearts so that we grow to look and act like Him. Character is loving God by living our daily lives in a way that honors Him. We want to become like Jesus in all we are and do. Practically, we pursue Godly character and holiness by understanding His word and living it out in our every area of life including relationships, finances, marriages, classes, and jobs. 

Community - In
We pursue all four of our core values in community. We believe there is no such thing as a “Lone Ranger” follower of Jesus. We need each other, especially those who are different than us. We have been called to radical unity that embraces diversity. To this end, our desire is to be a community that is multi-racial and intergenerational. Community is loving God by loving each other and being sufficiently devoted to life together in close relationship. 

Mission - Out

Mission is the outward dimension of our lives. It’s loving God by doing what He is doing. We believe God loves everyone and wants all people to experience the salvation He offers in Jesus Christ. Practically, we are committed to “making disciples” by sharing God’s message of love, forgiveness, and eternal life to as many people as possible, especially those we meet daily in “our world.” We want to see our communities, cities, states, and nations reflect God’s Kingdom. To that end, our mission includes racial reconciliation, fighting injustice, and service to the poor, widows, orphans, the neglected, and marginalized.

[TAB 2]
OUR GUIDING PRINCIPLES

Every family, group, organization, even country is guided by a set of values and principles. When those principles work you don’t see the principle, you see it’s result. For example, “consistency” is a guiding principle of McDonald’s—their success depends on a hamburger from a store in Texas tasting exactly like one served in Istanbul.

Our goal is to be the church by living out the values of Jesus and seeing them reproduced in peo​ple from every tribe, tongue, and nation. If that is our goal, then our expression of church has to be based on these principles. These guiding principles are biblical but are also based on the specific call on Bridgeway. They help us, especially leaders, know what we’ll say “yes” and “no” to.

We measure success by stories of transformation
Every church will express themselves based on their measure of success. If your measure of success is number of people gathered, than your primary expression of church will be meetings that are designed to attract and retain the largest number of people possible. If your measure of success is relevance to a particular sub-culture, then your expression of church will cater almost exclusively to that sub-culture. BuT the church is supposed to change stuff. Jesus called this “fruit” (John 15). The measure of success for Bridgeway, in all its expressions, must be stories of transformation and a sense that “surely God is with us.” 
Based on relationships
We live in a culture rich in experiences and poor in relationships. Unfortunately, rather than demonstrating a different way of life, most Western churches have sought to cater to a culture that craves more experiences. Jesus has chosen to express his authority through a group of people—and in John 17 he says that the quality of relationships among his people will be the key to their success. So whatever we do, we have to do church in a way that is based not on programs, but on relationships. 

It’s better to give than to receive
One of the guiding principles that Jesus modeled and taught was that it is better to give than to receive (Acts 20:35). We live in a culture, even a church culture, that subtly tells us that it is really better to receive than to give. We will never realize our dream if this principle isn’t worked into the soil of our community. We must become a people who want to serve, more than we want our needs to be met.
Lightweight—low-maintenance
Church looks exhausting to most non-Christians because it is. There is constant need for volun​teers to maintain the programs of the church. Our culture is spending billions of dollars on yoga, spas, and relaxation therapy—the church can’t become just another place to increase stress. The church is the only place that is based on the peace of Christ. We have to find a way to do church that makes it a normal part of the flow of our lives.
Give it all away—equipping and releasing
The new testament church, like us, had a tendency to want to gather. Jesus said go to all nations, but it took persecution to get them to leave Jerusalem! (Acts 6). Jesus modeled and taught that we must constantly look to equip leaders and release them. We understand that our dream will require us to constantly send out our best friends and leaders. We are constantly looking to give away what we have for the sake of the Kingdom. 

High Accountability—low Control  As leaders we want to take our hands off the steering wheel of church—to release people. Our mission requires it and it’s biblical, however, we must do that with the protection that true accountability brings.

Church as lifestyle  “Where is your church?”—the typical American question. Or, “What church do you GO to?” But church in the New Testament is not a place but a people, never a what but a who. Our dream is a lifestyle—a way of relating to God, to each other, and to the world that changes everything. 

Unity in diversity  Ephesians is a book of guiding principles for doing church. Paul says in chapter four that the only way the church can live the dream is to embrace unity in diversity. We are united in Jesus and his values, but that unity is expressed through a very diverse group of people. We embrace age, gender, and racial diversity. We embrace and even crave diversity in our gifts, experiences, backgrounds, and personalities. This means that conflict and confusion will be a normal part of our church life. Isn’t it good to know that Jesus accepts us so we can accept each other? Inherent in this principle is the truth that everyone is not only valuable but a necessary part of this body. We expect that each person has something to bring. “Everybody plays.”

Multiplication  In the natural world and in the Kingdom of God everything that is alive reproduces. We should expect to see multiplication at every level, our lives, D-group, House Church and Cel​ebration (Mark 4:20, 2 Timothy 2:2).

A new world requires a new expression of church  We find ourselves in the greatest culture shift since the industrial revolution. The magnitude of change being experienced in this generation is perhaps unparalleled in human history. We believe that the church in this generation has an amazing opportunity to give the world a fresh vision of Jesus and His church; but, that opportunity requires us to understand the realities of our times. 

Globalization: We live in an era when one group of people in Oklahoma can and must impact the whole world. It is mandatory that we be global Christians in a global world.

Technological change: The ways we travel, communicate, learn, and connect have been changed forever through technology.

Worldview shift: The fundamental way that human beings see the world has changed in this generation in a way that has not happened since the Industrial 
Revolution. All of the assumptions of the modern world have been questioned and the emerging values are in direct opposition to the values of the previous age. Our concepts of time, family, and work are undergoing fundamental shifts. Just to name a couple of examples, our world is moving from Tower to Itunes, from Saks to boutique, from time card to flexible time.

Global church change: The church in the west is now a minority. We have moved from “the West to the rest” to “from everywhere to everywhere.” We are now partnering with a global church to learn from one another and to reach the world. And it no longer is about sending “missionaries” but about every business person, artist, educator, doctor, student, and parent engaged in the task of world evangelization. 

[TAB 3]
DOCTRINAL STATEMENT—WHAT WE BELIEVE THAT UNITES US WITH OTHERS

We love and value the church of Jesus in all it’s expressions. We aren’t a new group. We’re a part of a 2000 year tradition of men and women who have lived, loved, and died, to be the church. We are united to them in our doctrinal belief. 

The Word of God We believe the Scriptures, both Old and New Testaments, to be the inspired Word of God, without error in the original writings, the complete revelation of His will for the salvation of all men, and the final authority for all Christian faith and life.

The Trinity we believe in one God, creator of all things, infinitely perfect and eternally existing in three persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

The Father We believe in God the Father, an infinite personal Spirit, perfect in holiness, wisdom, power and love. We believe that He actively and mercifully intervenes in the affairs of men, that He hears and answers prayer, and that He saves from sin and death all who come to Him through Jesus Christ.

The Son We believe that Jesus Christ is true God and true man. He was conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He lived a sinless life and died on a cross as a sacrifice for our sins. He rose bodily from the dead. He ascended into heaven. He is now our High Priest and Advocate at the right hand of the Father.

The Holy Spirit We believe that the Holy Spirit is fully God, equal with the Father and Son. The primary ministry of the Holy Spirit is to glorify the Lord Jesus Christ. Specifically, the Holy Spirit convicts unbelievers of their need for Christ; He gives new birth to believing sinners; He indwells, sanctifies, leads, teaches, and empowers believers for godly living and service. We believe that the ministry of the Spirit continues to be as broad, tangible, and powerful among believers today as it was in the early church. We also believe that all the biblical gifts of the Spirit continue to be distributed by the Spirit today; that these gifts are divine provisions central to spiritual growth and effective ministry; and that these gifts are to be eagerly desired, faithfully developed, and lovingly exercised according to biblical guidelines.

Man  We believe God created man in the image of God. We further believe man is a sinner by nature and action and is therefore spiritually dead. We also believe that those who repent of sin and trust Jesus Christ as Savior are spiritually born again to new life by the Holy Spirit.

Christ’s Return We believe that the personal and imminent return of our Lord Jesus Christ is our future hope and has vital bearing on the personal life and service of the believer.

The Church We believe that the Church is composed of all people who through saving faith in Jesus Christ are united together in the Body of Christ of which He is the head. 

Salvation We believe that salvation is a free gift of God and is received by man through faith in Jesus Christ apart from any human merit, works or ritual. We believe that the shed blood of Jesus Christ and His resurrection provide the only grounds for forgiveness of sins for all who believe and that only those who receive Jesus Christ are born of the Spirit, become children of God, and are given eternal life.

Resurrection We believe in the bodily resurrection from the dead: of the believer to everlasting joy with the Lord; of the unbeliever to judgment and everlasting conscious punishment.

Kingdom of God We believe that the Kingdom of God came in the ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ, that it continues to come in the ministry of the Holy Spirit through the Church, and that it will be consummated in the glorious, visible, and triumphant appearing of Christ when He returns to the earth as King. We believe that after Christ returns, He will bring about the ultimate defeat of Satan, the resurrection of the dead, the final judgment, and the eternal blessing of the righteous. At that time, the Kingdom of God will be completely fulfilled in the new heavens and the new earth, in which righteousness dwells and in which He will be worshipped forever. 

Christian Responsibility We believe that the highest priorities for every believer are the Great Commandments: “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind...Love your neighbor as yourself.” These commands are fulfilled by glorifying God, enjoying Him, and fulfilling His Great Commission—“Go and make disciples of all nations.” These pursuits require personal commitments to live by the truth of God’s Word and to depend on the power of His Spirit. Practically, both the Word and the Spirit call us to a life of Christ—character, whole-hearted worship, generous giving, unselfish service, and compassionate outreach to the lost. 

