Bridge to the Nations is the realization of a vision from the group of people who formed Bridgeway in the early 1990’s. They determined to seek God intimately and to do church in a manner that both equipped the generations to follow and was transferable to other nations and cultures. The vision was to develop a training method that would relationally expedite the process of House Church planting to the nations as well as other segments of cultures in this nation.

Just as a parent focuses on their child so we are equipping and releasing our next generation to plant churches in communities in Oklahoma City and throughout the world. The story of Bridge to the Nations (BTTN) is being lived and written as we go. Our ultimate desire is to give it all away. God has led us to equip students to “Glorify God, House to House, Life on Life, in the power of the Holy Spirit to the world” through mentoring, community, teaching and experiencing. 

BTTN takes applications throughout the year. Typically, students are already leading House Churches or D-groups. Each Fall a new “class” begins a two-year journey together. The goal is that during training God will unite teams with a missional vision and at the end of the training they reproduce church life in other places. 

Mentoring  From its inception, Bridgeway has been committed to raising up the next generation. BTTN is committed to teaching men and women what ministry is and giving opportunities to do what one is being taught. Our mentors are committed to walk with students doing ministry in community. 

CommunityWe are committed to learning together and to “hands-on” interaction in community. We see Jesus teaching the disciples this way, and the house church model allows students to explore how community ministry can be developed in the nations.

TEACHING  One evening a week for approximately 4 hours, BTTN students gather to learn from 12 curriculum areas:

Mission & Ministry

• Holy Spirit (Outer workings)

• Vocation as Ministry

• Holy Spirit (Inner workings)

• God’s Story (Theology)

• Precepts (Biblical Studies)

• Perspectives (Mission)

• Servant Leadership

• Discipleship

• House Church Planting

• Living a Life of Character

• Worship & Arts

Experiencing  We are committed to teaching experience. We want theology to be lived out. Jesus constantly provided opportunities for the disciples to do what He taught. At BTTN we do this on three different levels:

Weekly:  Each student is involved in a weekly D-group. They are taught and mentored through the process of receiving, ministering, apprenticing, leading, and reproducing a house church. This gives in-depth practical experience.

Monthly:  During each course the mentors and students will participate in an in-depth encounter that lets them trust God as they walk in what they are being taught.

Annually:  Either during the Winter break (Dec. - Jan.) or Summer (May - Aug.) each student and their mentor will design a 2-week to 3-month project that will explore and integrate what the student believes God is calling them to do regarding a particular type or location of ministry. 

[TAB 1]
leader bios
James “Eddy” Helker grew up around the two Rs -"rasslin" and "religion". The wrestling went as a result of injuries and burn out. Religion brings about the same results but usually takes awhile longer to break away from. Eddy spent his first 10 years after college in youth ministry and seminary. The next ten were spent in seminary and recuperating. Being the old guy on staff means Eddy got to see many Bridgeway people grow up in those ministries. After a stint in Brazil and Kansas City, God brought the Helker family back to Oklahoma City and Bridgeway to develop an atmosphere where church planting across the world comes out of an intimacy with the living God. Eddy and his wife Carolyn have three kids Hannah, Evan, and Jed ... and a whole bunch more whom they consider spiritual children.

Lance Humphreys left a business career to pursue ministry. He attended Denver Seminary and serves as a Lead Pastor as well as overseeing our Adult Ministries. He and his wife Stacy have two children.

Bob Willis

(no bio)

Jeremie Kubicek is an OBU grad who has started several businesses domestically and in Moscow, Russia. In Russia, he and his partners established a global business consulting group, an economic school, a church and a young life base. He is currently a cluster leader at Bridgeway where he and his wife Kelly raise up and serve leaders to plant churches. They have three children – Addison, Will, and Kate.

John and Darcy Riner have zeal in their hearts to see God change the lives of young people whether they're inside or outside of the church. They believe God will change the world through a few men and women who are fully devoted to Him. John’s vision is why they are involved as teachers in Bridge to the Nations:

"I am standing in front of a group of people who are desperately hungry for more of God in their lives and I'm going off on how great He is and they're getting it in such a dramatic way that their lives, the way they actually live, dream, do business, relate to people, love strangers, is changed. They look so much like Jesus that an entire nation is radically changed from the inside out. God ends up looking much better than I ever do. I am deeply satisfied. "

Becky Gilbert is a lay leader, serving our prophetic team. She equips and releases people to do prophetic ministry in our corporate meetings, our House Churches, and "in the streets." She also trains and equips people who want to learn how to hear from God.

Shane Mock is an actuarial analyst for a major insurance company. He has been passionately pursuing Jesus since 1993.
Marcia Gautier and her husband, Rick, come from very diverse religion backgrounds and together are learning to love and serve Jesus at Bridgeway. Marcia teaches Bridge to the Nations students how to study God’s Word for themselves so they can take it anywhere. Marcia believes with Malcolm Smith that "if a follower of Jesus has both the Word of God and the Spirit of God they will grow up…" and make disciples of every nation.

Ken Primrose is currently serving as the Celebration Leader at Norman Community Church in Norman, Oklahoma. Ken was working as an attorney in 2004 when he sensed God asking him to "build His house." Norman Community Church was planted in August of 2004.

Tom Ball practices dentistry in Edmond, Oklahoma. He has been in Christian leadership roles over the past 28 years, and has served as an Elder at Bridgeway over the past 25 years. Tom is one of several of Bridgeway's founding fathers and is currently teaching "Theology As Story " for the second-year Bridge To the Nations students. In his free time, Tom has consistently been a World Water Billiards Champion.
[TAB 2 and possible subsequent tabs– undecided content]

